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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, lines 13-14, the term "wherein the cost... in the form of said die." is 
confusing. The preamble recites a method of testing an integrated circuit. The 
limitations cited above, have nothing to do with the testing of the integrated circuit. It is 
not clear what steps contribute to minimize the testing method. Please clarify. 

2. It is suggested n claim 4, line 1, that the article "the" be added before -method-. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 13, 19, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sunter et al. (USP 5,659,312). 

Sunter et al. disclose a method of testing a mixed integrated circuit (see abstract). The 
system comprises a built-in-test-control (BIST) (40), a DAC (20), an ADC (14). The ADC 
(14) and the analog circuits (34, 10, 28,36 24) represent a receiver block that receives 
the analog signal. The analog signals are being generated externally after converting 
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the digital data elements (N1) by the DAC (20). The mixed integrated circuit further 
comprises a computation block (16 Fig.1; (44,40 Fig. 3) (see col. 4, lines 44-46) and is 
configured to measure a deviation as shown in Figure 4 from a signal level that 
corresponds to the digital data and make a decision on whether to discard/qualify the 
signal based on the deviation (see col. 6, lines 39-47). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-4 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

6. Claims 5-12 are allowed. 

7. Claims 14-18, 20-22, 24-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record does not teach a connection between an integrated 
circuit and a calibrated integrated circuit in which the calibrated integrated circuit 
examines a mixed signal to determine whether to discard/qualify the signal; the mixed 
signal integrated circuit further operates with a plurality of valid symbols having a 
plurality of vector components contained in a constellation table and also comprises a 
plurality of DAC to generate a plurality of base band signals, phase shifted with respect 
to one another by converting corresponding vector components, a plurality of up- 
conversion mixers that generate modulated signal, an adder to add the modulated 
signals to generate an analog signal. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peguy JeanPierre whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 803. The examiner fax phone number is (571 ) 273-1 803. 
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